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Retiring Hospital Executive Director honoured at AGH Annual General Meeting

The Almonte General Hospital/Fairview Manor (AGH/FVM) Board of Directors honoured retiring Executive Director Ray Timmons at its Annual General Meeting on June 7, 2010.

“Ray, it’s hard to believe that this is your last Annual General Meeting,” said AGH/FVM Board Chair Carol Bean, who gave an overview of the Hospital’s achievements during Mr. Timmons’ 30 years as Executive Director. “On behalf of the Board, I would like to extend to you our gratitude and best wishes for a happy and healthy retirement.”

During the meeting, the Board passed a motion thanking Mr. Timmons. The Board will also place a plaque in the Hospital to recognize his many years of service to the Hospital and Manor. 

Mr. Timmons said he had “mixed emotions” about attending his last Annual General Meeting. “I am excited about the road we are about to travel, but also sad because I am saying good-bye to this wonderful institution,” he said.

In his remarks to the Board, Mr. Timmons summarized the history of hospital services in Almonte, observing that while there have been numerous changes over the years, many issues relating to health care and hospitals remain the same. 

“However, from Almonte’s first ‘cottage hospital’ in 1904 to the building of two new hospitals and two new Fairview Manors, what hasn’t changed is the time and resources that have come from a community committed to providing excellent care,” he said. “Another thing that hasn’t changed is the commitment and dedication of Hospital and Manor staff to provide quality, compassionate care—care that is acknowledged province-wide.”

Mr. Timmons also said the Hospital’s success is due to the efforts “of many individuals; it was not done alone.” He also thanked his wife, June, for her support during his career at AGH.

The Board is currently conducting a search for a new Executive Director. Mr. Timmons has agreed to stay on in his current position until a successor is in place.

In her report to the Board, Mrs. Bean highlighted a number of the Hospital’s accomplishments over the past year, including the introduction of midwifery services to the Obstetrical Unit and efforts to deal with the H1N1 virus. She also congratulated staff on their efforts to keep patient and resident disruption to a minimum during the replacement of defective flooring in the Hospital and Manor.

“We were also delighted to learn last December that the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care had approved our proposal to establish the Ottawa Valley Family Health Team,” she said. “Work is currently underway to establish the Team, which will see local family physicians practise together, along with a number of other health service providers, such as registered nurses, nurse practitioners, a social worker and dietitian.”

Mrs. Bean also acknowledged the work of the AGH/FVM Foundation, which is currently raising funds for a new cardiac telemetry system. The system permits Hospital staff to remotely monitor cardiac in-patients.


Chief of Staff Dr. Anne Oldfield reported on a number of highlights over the past year, including the introduction of midwifery services, a change in the Emergency Room on-call scheduling, physician recruitment, and staff training on the new cardiac telemetry system and in neo-natal resuscitation. 

Susan Muston, representing AGH/FVM volunteers, said the Hospital and Manor had 398 volunteers as of April 2010. Senior volunteers worked 11,805 hours in 2009-10 and junior volunteers worked 569 hours.

Mr. Timmons told the meeting that the number of AGH patient days increased in 2009-10 from the previous year, as did the number of births, patients served, operating room cases, visits to the Hospital emergency room, x-ray and ultrasound examinations, and visits to physiotherapy and the lab.  

Mrs. Bean and Mr. Timmons thanked the many individuals who contribute to the success of AGH/FVM, including the medical and nursing staff, support staff, management team, donors, volunteers and members of the Hospital and Foundation boards.

A certificate of appreciation was presented to Bryn Matthews, who has completed his term on the Board. Joining the Board is David Gomme of Almonte.

At the meeting, the Board approved the nomination of Carol Bean (Chair), Jeri Lunney (Chair of the Finance and Audit Committee) and Dr. Thomas Todd (Vice-Chair and Chair of the Management Committee) to serve on the Board for terms of three years each. Completing two-year terms are Duncan Abbott, Elizabeth Preston and Paul Virgin. Completing one-year terms are Mark Attley, David Gomme and David Martin. The Chief of Staff is Dr. Anne Oldfield. Susan Muston represents the AGH/FVM volunteers and the municipal representatives are Donna Brown (Almonte Ward), Jim Lowry (Ramsay Ward), Rhonda Tees (Pakenham Ward), Shad Qadri (City of Ottawa) and Bruce Horlin (Lanark Highlands Township).
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Almonte General Hospital/Fairview Manor (AGH/FVM) Board Chair Carol Bean and AGH/FVM Executive Director Ray Timmons, left, presented a certificate of appreciation and gift to outgoing Board member Bryn Matthews at the Hospital’s Annual General Meeting June 7, 2010.

