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AGH/FVM Executive Director Ray Timmons announces retirement

After 30 years as Executive Director of the Almonte General Hospital, Ray Timmons has announced his retirement.

“It has been an honour and a privilege to serve as the Executive Director of our community hospital,” Mr. Timmons said. “I am very proud of what we have accomplished over the past 30 years.”

Mr. Timmons announced his retirement at the April 12, 2010 meeting of the Almonte General Hospital/Fairview Manor (AGH/FVM) Board of Directors. While the effective date of his retirement is July 31, 2010, Mr. Timmons has agreed to stay on after that date, until a successor is named.

"Ray has provided excellent and innovative leadership for our Hospital through several changes and challenges over the past 30 years, and, more recently, during the redevelopment of AGH and the reconstruction of Fairview Manor,” said AGH/FVM Board Chair Carol Bean. “Under his guidance, we have achieved outstanding reports and assessments regarding the quality of our patient and resident care, as well as our operational efficiency and effectiveness. He has our gratitude and best wishes for a happy and healthy retirement."

Mrs. Bean said the Board plans to establish a recruitment committee to conduct the search for Mr. Timmons’ successor.

An Almonte native, Mr. Timmons was appointed Executive Director of the Almonte General Hospital in April 1980. He had been a member of the Hospital Board since 1973 and chaired the Board in 1979. Prior to becoming the Hospital’s Executive Director he was a manager with Metropolitan Life in Ottawa. 

During his time as Executive Director, Mr. Timmons has overseen many changes and expansions to the Hospital and its services, including the construction of the Rosamond Unit for complex continuing care patients, a new rehabilitation unit and the creation of the regional Obstetrical and Day Hospital programs in the 1980s.

He spearheaded a number of public and private partnerships between AGH and other organizations, including an agreement with the County of Lanark to have AGH and Fairview Manor share support services and to have AGH operate the Lanark County Ambulance Service.  The Hospital also has agreements with a number of universities, colleges and teaching hospitals to provide training for a new generation of health care providers, including family physicians, nurses, physiotherapists and dietitians.

After the provincial government decided in 1999 that Fairview Manor no longer met provincial design standards, Mr. Timmons was instrumental in negotiations that ultimately saw AGH assume the operation and ownership of the Manor from the County of Lanark. This was the precursor to the redevelopment of the Almonte General Hospital and the construction of a new 112 bed Fairview Manor long-term care home.  The construction of the new Manor was made possible as a result of a $6 million financial grant from the County of Lanark and the Hospital assuming responsibility for the future financial operation of the facility.

The $29-million AGH/FVM Redevelopment Project was completed and officially opened in June 2008 by Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty and Health and Long-Term Care Minister George Smitherman. 

More recently, Mr. Timmons oversaw the construction of a new ambulance base on Hospital property on behalf of the County. He has also been actively planning the renovation of the old Fairview Manor building, which will house assisted-living units and a Family Health Team, which will see local physicians practise in a group setting. The Ottawa Valley Family Health Team, which the provincial government approved last December, will facilitate the recruitment of new physicians and enable AGH to expand the range of services available to the community.

Under Mr. Timmons’ leadership, the Almonte General Hospital has received outstanding patient satisfaction ratings on the provincial hospital report cards. The August 2007 provincial report card gave AGH the highest rating among 90 Ontario hospitals for patient satisfaction with the responsiveness of its emergency department. The provincial report card also consistently rates AGH as one of Ontario’s high-performing hospitals for its ER, acute care and complex continuing care, and for its financial performance and condition. 

“I have been very privileged to work with many talented and committed individuals over the years, including members of the Hospital Board of Directors, the Foundation Board of Directors, the Hospital and Manor medical, nursing, rehabilitation, diagnostic, administrative and support services staff, the paramedics associated with the Lanark County Ambulance Service and volunteers,” Mr. Timmons said. “The outstanding results achieved on various accreditation and compliance surveys, annual service reviews and hospital report cards are a testament to their commitment to excellence and their desire to provide the best possible care for the residents of this community.

“I also want to acknowledge and recognize the excellent support that I have received from my friends and colleagues in other hospitals and health care organizations, the representatives at the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, the Champlain Local Health Integration Network (LHIN), the elected representatives and staff of Mississippi Mills, Lanark Highlands, the County of Lanark, the City of Ottawa and those elected to represent this area in the Ontario Legislature and the federal House of Commons,” Mr. Timmons stated in his notice of retirement.

As for what lies ahead, Mr. Timmons said he will stay involved in community activities and is looking forward to spending more time with his family. “My wife June and our children Michael and Kristine have been very understanding of my time and energy commitments to the hospital over the years,” he said. “I am deeply grateful to them for their unwavering support and patience. I know my grandchildren Sydney and Samantha have plans for me that include travel, skiing and golf, and I am very much looking forward to accommodating their plans.”
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